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Topic 1： The Taming of Truth, 
Room 2401, 18：30-20：30, 19th , Sep.
Chair: Prof. Shao Qiangjin

    Truth is a wild notion: Thinking about truth can lead one to the results of modern mathematical logic as well as into dark corners of philosophy. Some sober-minded philosophers have tried to ban truth from philosophical discourse; others have declared it a trivial concept, while still others have tried to tame it using formal logical theories. I will look at some of these attempts and how these theories can be used in philosophy and mathematics.

One reason why truth is so difficult to domesticate truth and to transform it into a philosophically and mathematically useful concept are paradoxes. The most famous paradox is the liar paradox, which can be stated as follows: THE SENTENCE IN CAPITAL LETTERS IS NOT TRUE. It seems that the sentence can neither be true nor not true and a contradiction ensues. Paradoxes like this have vexed logicians since antiquity. I will present further paradoxes and indicate how they can be resolved or blocked. They cannot easily be dismissed as oddities, as I will argue.

Reflecting on the paradoxes has lead philosophers and logicians to new mathematical and philosophical insights. Exactly because truth is such a wild notion and prone to paradox, it is a fruitful and intriguing notion.

Topic 2:  Self-reference, paradox, and incompleteness
Room 2401, 15：30-17：30,  20th , Sep.

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Chen Wei

According to a widely held view, paradoxes arise from self-reference. The following sentence is an example: [The sentence is square brackets is not true.] The sentence generates the liar paradox. Generally, a liar sentence is a sentence that is described as 'saying about itself that it is not true'. There are also sentences that say about themselves that they are true (truth tellers), that they are not provable (Gödel sentences), that they are provable (Henkin sentences) to list the most famous. Sentences of this kind have played an important role in philosophy and logic. In particular, Gödel used sentences of this kind to prove his incompleteness theorems.

However, it is not completely clear what self-reference is. There are also some examples of sentences where it is contentious whether they are self-referential or not. I will discuss some examples informally and take some steps towards a definition of self-reference. It turns out that there are some connections with the discussion about de se beliefs in philosophy of language.
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