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Abstract

The word “Jung” (f[1) in Chinese and “to pecov” in Greek are very important
philosophical terms in the Ethics which reflect that Chinese philosophy and Greek
philosophy coincidentally take “the Golden Middle Way” as the best measure of
ethical values, although their referential meanings and contents exist in a different
cultural context. In this article, the author attempts to analyze the various meanings of
“Jung” and “tro pecov” in the viewpoint of Aristotle’s theory of category (i.e.
according to the classification of the predicates) and compare them in the context of
their own traditions.

It is divided into four parts: 1. According to Aristotle’s theory of category, what

(1113

kinds of predicates can be applied to discuss the meanings of “Jung” and “““to pecov™?
2. The various meanings of “to pecov” in Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics. 3. The
various meanings of “Jung” in Jung-Yung( (I I’?j )). IV Conclusion. In the first part of
my analysis, “to pecov”’ must exist between a set of contraries (avtikeipevov), thus it
neither belongs to the essence (ovcia) nor to the quantity, because these have no
contraries. And the other 4 categories - place, time, being in a position and having -
have neither the contraries nor differences in the extent, if we do not take the category
of relation into consideration. In the second part, I analyze some texts of in Aristotle’s

Nichomachean Ethics and acquire four points: 1. Only the one who has practical

3 (13

wisdom (@povipog) can make a precise definition of what is “to pecov”. 2. “10
puecov” exists between the excessive and the deficiency. 3. “10 pecov” is only rightly
done in the action and the affection. 4. Virtue is “10 pecov” and can be based on three
different scales: a. the essence, b. the definition , c¢. the form of the essence.
Consequently “to pecov” as the habit to select the right virtue must primarily refers to
the category of action and affection and these two categories not only can have the
contraries, but also permit the differences in the quantity or extent. In addition, “to
pecov” can also be applied to the categories of quality and relation.

In the third part I analyze the meaning of “Jung” in the so-called
“16 —characters-cordial-convey”(-{ = 9~ = [Ht) in the text of the Book Shang-Shu ([}L]
%}) and conclude that “Jung” can be a predicate of essence since “Jung” means the
unification of “Ren-shin” ( * ‘=) with “Dao-shin”. And in this sense the meaning of
“Jung” is more important than the relative one because “Shin”(-=) is the ruler and
determine the right relation between action and affection. In the analysis of the
meaning of “Jung” in Jung-Yung I find that “Jung” is just a mental state which is still
without affections. i.e. Happiness, anger, sadness and joy. So, in this sense, “Jung” is
neither an action nor an affection nor an essence. If “Jung” is the innate nature and the
essence, then the affecting (Yi-Fa, =!5%) and the originally none-affected (7 #&) are

13



contraries in relation.

In the conclusion, it’s clearly certain that both “Jung” and “to pecov” belong to
the category of relation in some sense, but they have different meanings; “to pecov”
by Aristotle refers to the quantitative relation and “Jung” in Shang-Shu means the
unification of “Ren-shin” ( * -=) with “Dao-shin” and the principle of human nature.

BV HHE! ¢ An Analysis of Various Meanings of “Jung”(f[1) in Chinese Philosophy
and “Moderation” (to uecov) in Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics Based upon the

Theory of Categories

Yy Eﬁ%ﬂ" ‘moderation, Aristotle, category, Nichomachean Ethics, Jung-Yung, Jung,

Ren-shin, Dao-shin,
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